


HOW IT ALL STARTED•
WHERE WE ARE NOW

long a time. So, those
owners met one
evening to discuss
what could be done
to improve Whale-

head’s visibility within
the county. Concluding

that there is strength in 
numbers, they decided to form

Whalehead Property Owners’ Association, and sought to 
increase support by methodically searching County tax records
to communicate with every lot owner in Whalehead.   

WPOA held its first meeting on the Saturday after Thanksgiv-
ing in the fall of 1987. Perhaps 30 or 40 owners attended,
and contributed to the financial pot for mailings and other 
expenses of the fledgling organization. Remember that this
was right at the beginning of the Internet, and email was not
yet so widely or easily used!  

The association met annually at Thanksgiving for many years.
The firehouse was fairly new, and we borrowed or rented
chairs to seat everyone. Back then there were more “locals”
than “vacation homeowners.” The night before the homeown-
ers’ meeting, the locals would use the firehouse for “The
Turkey Trot.” We were all invited and the folks who made 
their livings fishing on the sound or working at Winks quickly
became friends.

As houses continued to be built, membership grew over 
he years and the meetings got larger. Someone suggested
adding a Spring Meeting and that enabled a lot of 
members to attend who “have to go to Grandma’s house 
at Thanksgiving.”  

Over the next few years, association activities were oriented
around the maintenance of the roads, the existence of the
double lots that belonged to the developers, and other land
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Construction begins to sprout in the mid-eighties.

n the mid-eighties the Currituck Outer Banks, 
north of Ocean Sands, was just coming to life. The 

beach road (now Lighthouse Drive) was the main road.
There weren’t many cross streets, and houses were few and
far between. Monteray Shores, Corolla Light, Ocean Hill and
Tim Buck II were each just gleams in a developer’s eye.

Majestic Spanish mustangs roamed free. Parents had to 
make sure their kids didn’t fall into old rocket silos still in 
the ground from the days when Morton Thiokol used the area
as a test site.  Winks was the only place for miles and miles
that you could buy food or fuel. In the fall, the sound behind
Winks provided a resting ground for thousands of wild swans
passing through during their seasonal migrations.  

Land was inexpensive! A handful of builders were busy 
driving piles into the ground and building people’s dreams 
in an area where Mother Nature still seemed to be in control.
The floodgates of people coming to Whalehead had opened.
What started as a trickle quickly turned into a steady stream.

In 1986, some homeowners became concerned that 
communities like Whalehead faced issues not common to the
rest of Currituck County. It seemed like even simple requests
for county services frequently sat on the back burner for too



use issues. WPOA succeeded in getting Monteray Shores 
to cooperate in relocating NC 12 to the west, which increased
the land area separating our Corolla Drive owners from the
main “highway”. WPOA moved to stop the paving of some of
the double lots, but faced one of its first uphill battles against
a developer who had retained the right, in perpetuity, 
to modify the restrictive covenants affecting Whalehead. In

other words, the developer, in many ways,
controlled Whalehead’s destiny.

That destiny was more 
seriously challenged
when Currituck County
officials asserted that
the “dry sand beach”
between the eastern
edge of the barrier
dune and the mean
high tide line was
subject to a public

easement. Fearing a loss
of privacy and devaluation

of their investment, several
Whalehead property owners filed

a lawsuit against the county. A five-year
legal battle ensued, pitting owners and title insurers against,
at various times, both Currituck County and the State of
North Carolina. The trial court eventually dismissed the law-
suit, holding that there was no issue to resolve because the
State had not specifically asserted that the public had any
rights in the dry sand beach. The appellate court upheld the
dismissal, but declined to give an advisory opinion on
whether a public easement exists.

The end of the lawsuit paved the way for a more productive
relationship between Whalehead owners and the govern-
ment.  Perhaps it became clear that the land on the Outer

Banks was providing a hefty portion (about 70%) of county
income. Perhaps some realized that the beach communities
were akin to a goose who lays golden eggs. Perhaps some
people began to see that some of the benefits of mainland
living – good public schools, strong emergency systems –
were a direct result of rising land values and resulting revenue
from the beaches.  

Most of all, although the road was sometimes rocky, WPOA
diligently pursued the best interests of Whalehead and has
been rewarded by the county’s increasing willingness to 
work with WPOA toward the common good. WPOA is now
perceived by the county as a reasonable group of people who
sincerely care about this beautiful beach. WPOA is known to
work not at the expense of others, but rather in pragmatic
concert with the interests of the greater community.  

Throughout its history, WPOA has sought to preserve, protect
and improve our beloved community. The issues we have
faced are numerous. For many years, the roads were a major
issue. Most of the cross streets were owned by the developer
who refused to maintain them. One year, WPOA spent
$20,000 for road repairs to roads that we did not own and

Horses roamed free.



Today, the renovated Whalehead Club 
is part of Currituck Heritage Park.

that were not our legal obligation. We did it for the good for
Whalehead.  We did it to keep the renters coming.  We did it
so that the fire trucks could get out more quickly and safely.  

WPOA tried for more than ten years to persuade the devel-
oper to transfer the roads to the state, the county, or even to
WPOA. Finally, in 2009, our efforts paid off and Bonito and
Dolphin became state roads and the remaining roads that
were not already state roads were transferred to the county.  

WPOA led the drive to get public water into our homes. The
drought years left many owners struggling for rentals because
their wells became unreliable. Communities with a predictable
water source became more attractive to beach visitors.
WPOA recognized the potential for serious short and long
term financial damage, and worked tirelessly to secure water
and protect our investments.   

The drought years were soon followed by the flood years 
and WPOA again sprang into action. WPOA raised the issue
of storm water drainage after the massive flooding that fol-
lowed Hurricane Ernesto. WPOA paid for an engineering study
that convinced the county to form a Drainage Service District.
Once the county saw how serious the problem was, they 
reimbursed WPOA for the cost of the study.  After many years,
we are well into the construction of a comprehensive storm
water drainage system.  

WPOA opposed the Mid-County bridge because of our 
concerns about day-tripper traffic and increased vulnerability
to burglaries during the off season.  WPOA pushed for laws
against fireworks, for limitations on beach driving, and for
regulations to keep push carts off the beach. WPOA has also
put significant efforts into making our slice of paradise more
beautiful and clean, by landscaping common areas, installing
“Whalehead” signs at all of our entrances, and sponsoring
neighborhood and beach clean-ups.  

Whalehead started as a handful of beach cottages. Now 
there are over 700 houses in the Whalehead community, 
and using the word “cottage” to describe many of them just
brings a smile. Whalehead has hundreds of neighbors to the
north, south and west. The northern Outer Banks continues 
to develop, and we all know that time does not stand still.
There will likely be a new bridge in the not too distant future,
shortening the trip to Whalehead, but maybe making the
beach less peaceful. Whatever the future brings, the WPOA
will continue to be a vibrant organization, adjusting and 
advocating always for the good of the beach. 

www.wpoa.org


